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Virtual charter schools seek 
permanence, more funding 


BY T. KEUNG HUI, LYNN BONNER 
AND DAVID RAYNOR 


khui@newsobserver.com 
lbonner@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

North Carolina’s two online 
charter schools are considered 
low-performing by the state, but 
the leaders of the schools say 
they should be allowed to stay 
open on a more permanent 
basis. 

N.C. Connections Academy 
and the N.C. Virtual Academy 
are in the third year of a four- 


year pilot program testing the 
concept of online charter 
schools, meaning they’re open 
only until 2019 unless state 
lawmakers act. 

Nathan Currie, superintend- 
ent of Connections Academy, 
asked state lawmakers Tuesday 
to make the program permanent 
and to increase funding given to 
virtual charter schools. 

Currie said some students and 
teachers are reluctant to be at 
the virtual school since it could 
be closed in 2019. 

“We're asking that this pilot 


status be looked at and ulti- 
mately removed because there 
are hundreds and even thou- 
sands of kids and teachers that 
would benefit from our model,” 
Currie said. 

Joel Medley, head of the Vir- 
tual Academy, didn’t outright 
ask for the pilot program to be 
extended. But he told lawmak- 
ers that the academy was meet- 
ing state requirements that 
traditional charter schools 
would need to follow to get a 
full 10-year renewal. 

Most members of the Joint 


Legislative Education Oversight 
Committee didn’t give their 
opinion Tuesday about extend- 
ing the virtual programs. But 
Rep. Larry Pittman, a Cabarrus 
County Republican, praised the 
work being done by the schools. 

“I personally would like to see 
you have an opportunity to ex- 
tend this,” Pittman said. “I 
don’t know if we’ll make it per- 
manent. I don’t know whether 
we have the votes to do that, but 
I think we ought to give you 
some kind of extension.” 

Sen. Joyce Waddell, a Meck- 


lenburg County Democrat, was 
more skeptical. 

“Could this program not be 
done in the traditional schools, 
brick and mortars, as a compo- 
nent of what’s going on?” she 
asked. 

Currie said traditional schools 
don’t have teachers who are 
trained to work in an all-virtual 
setting. 

Online charter schools have 
been a source of national and 
local controversy. 

Supporters say they provide 
more education options for 
families, while critics have 
pointed to their poor perform- 
ance and efforts in some states 
to shut them down. 

The State Board of Education 
reluctantly approved the two 
virtual charter schools in 2015 
after state lawmakers passed a 
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Charlotte 
Hornets 
pick local 
partner for 
jersey patch 


BY KATHERINE PERALTA 
AND RICK BONNELL 


kperalta@charlotteobserver.com 


At the home game against the 
Cleveland Cavaliers on Wednes- 
day, Charlotte Hornets fans will 
notice a little something new on 
their team’s classic pinstriped 
jerseys. 

The Hornets will announce 
Monday that they have signed a 
three-year advertising deal with 
LendingTree, the Charlotte- 
based online marketplace that 
matches borrowers with lenders. 
As part of the deal, Hornets 
jerseys will have a 2.5-inch 
LendingTree patch on their left 
sides, opposite the Jordan Brand 
Jumpman logo. 

The Hornets and LendingTree 
describe the partnership as mu- 
tually beneficial: The Hornets 
gain a new “founding level” 
corporate sponsor and a new, 
multimillion-dollar revenue 
source, while LendingTree gains 
global marketing exposure that 
the company says could expand 
its customer base. 

“There’s so much synergy and 
attributes that we share as two 
local organizations. The part- 
nership is such a great fit in a lot 
of ways,” Hornets President 
Fred Whitfield told the Obser- 
ver. 

The Hornets and LendingTree 
would not disclose the price tag 
of the partnership. But based on 
the size of the Charlotte market 
and the Hornets’ performance, 
the deal is likely worth $5 mil- 
lion to $7 million per year, in- 
dustry experts say. 

As part of the deal, Lending- 
Tree becomes the title sponsor 
of the new Hornets mobile app. 
The company also gets promi- 
nent fixed signs throughout the 
Spectrum Center, new digital 
signage, banner ads, and TV 
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PHOTOS BY ERIC GAY AP 


Rachel Vasquez places flowers to honor the victims of last Sunday's shooting in a fence outside of Sutherland Springs Baptist Church 
after Sunday’s service was held in a nearby tent in Sutherland Springs, Texas. 


‘Rather than choose darkness’ 
after killings, ‘we choose life’ 


The First Baptist Church building has been made into a memorial 
to those who died there, with 26 white chairs each painted with a 
cross and the name of a victim. A single rose has been laid on each 


chair. The temporary memorial opened Sunday. 


BY CLAUDIA LAUER 
Associated Press 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, TEXAS 

Hundreds of mourners 
crowded into the tiny town of 
Sutherland Springs for the first 
Sunday service since a gunman 
stormed the First Baptist 
Church a week earlier, killing 
more than two dozen people in 
the worst mass shooting in 
Texas history. 

In a service that was emo- 
tional and painful but also 
uplifting, Pastor Frank Pome- 
roy shared his personal heart- 
ache and a message that the 
community bound together by 


faith can move past the evil 
that attacked the church seven 
days earlier. 

“Rather than choose dark- 
ness as that young man did 
that day, we choose life,” said 
Pomeroy, whose 14-year-old 
daughter, Annabelle, was 
among those killed in the 
Nov. 5 rampage. His voice 
cracked as he spoke about 
losing his child. 

“T know everyone who gave 
their life that day,” he said, 
pausing to gather himself. 
“Some of whom were my best 
friends. And my daughter.” He 
wiped his eyes, then added, “I 
guarantee they are dancing 
with Jesus today.” 

Initially, the church had 
planned to hold Sunday’s serv- 
ice at an adjacent community 
center, which can accommo- 
date a few dozen people. But 
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Installations 


Most Models. 
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